STATE OF OKLAHOMA
2nd Session of the 55th Legislature (2016)
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 1187 By: Jolley and Brecheen

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE

An Act relating to schools; amending Section 1,
Chapter 312, 0.S.L. 2013, as amended by Section 3,
Chapter 124, 0.S.L. 2014 (70 O0.S. Supp. 2015, Section
3-129.11), which relates to the School District
Empowerment Program; removing certain requirements
for participation; requiring participating schools to
demonstrate mastery of certain standards; providing
for schools that do not demonstrate mastery;
providing an effective date; and declaring an
emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY Section 1, Chapter 312, 0O.S.L.
2013, as amended by Section 3, Chapter 124, 0.S.L. 2014 (70 O.S.
Supp. 2015, Section 3-129.11), is amended to read as follows:

Section 3-129.11. A. There is hereby established the School
District Empowerment Program which shall be administered by the
State Board of Education. The purpose of the program is to empower
locally elected school board members to govern school districts and
make decisions based on the needs of their students and

circumstances.
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B. 1. Subject to the provisions of this section, a school
district shall be allowed to submit a request to the State Board of
Education for an exemption from all statutory requirements and State
Board of Education rules from which charter schools are exempt, as
provided for in the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act. Any request for
exemption shall include a plan which outlines the goals sought to be
achieved at a minimum, include the educational and fiscal benefits
and the anticipated impacts or outcomes the plan will have in the
district.

2. Within ninety (90) days after receiving the request and
plan, the State Board shall approve or disapprove the request. If
the State Board does not approve the request, it shall provide to
the school district a written explanation of the basis for its
decision. The school district may resubmit an amended request at
any time after the denial. The request shall be approved by the
State Board before implementation by the school district. An
approved request and plan shall be for no longer than three (3)
years. Prior to the beginning of the third year, the school
district may apply for renewal of the approved request and plan.

The school district shall be required to submit an annual report and
the State Board shall annually assess the academic achievement and
fiscal status of the school district.

C. Nothing in this section shall prevent a school district

board of education from choosing to follow any or all state laws,
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for in this subsection shall be required to implement one of the

four intervention models set forth in Section 1210.544 of this

title.
SECTION 2. This act shall become effective July 1, 2016.
SECTION 3. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and

be in full force from and after its passage and approval.
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